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Figure 1. Common Innovation Framework (CIF). 

 

To put this framework into practice, a set of enabling context conditions must be considered for successful and long-

term innovation (Bajada et al, 2022)3 and ultimately a transformative action. In order to address the unique 

characteristics of each region, we have co-developed 12 Innovation Roadmaps, in close collaboration with 

the Regions. These roadmaps serve as comprehensive guides, effectively translating the overarching 

framework into accessible and actionable paths for fostering innovation, to facilitate a robust and realistic 

process of innovation, with the ultimate goal of driving sustainable progress towards resilience and 

sustainable development in each region. 

 

 
3 Reference to D6.1 content.  









https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/climate-strategies-targets_en
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Figure 4. Assignments for the Innovation Roadmapping cocreation. 

It has been assumed, since the beginning, that the development of Innovation Roadmaps is of great interest to public 
authorities and it may help, as a practical tool, to pave the way for more resilient communities. Therefore, SPI 
encouraged collaborative work between RTOs and Public Authorities (Regional Representatives in the R4C 
Consortium), as the latter holds the legitimacy and responsibility to effectively lead/take action.  

During the co-creation process, several clarification sessions were held (helpdesk session in February and CS 
meetings in March) to provide a better understanding of the objectives, offer assistance, and address any questions 
the regions might have regarding the Regional Innovation Roadmap process. 

   
 
Figure 5. RIR Workshop - Co-development with the regions (assignments 2 and 3) in Sitia (April 2024).  
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2.3. RIR Assumptions of Action  
 

To move from the current status quo towards a more resilient future scenario in the Regions, it is important to highlight 
some relevant recommendations for the Regions to follow. Designed not only as a strategic tool, the RIR must be 
used as a practical guide that reflects each region's unique challenges and opportunities. 

The successful implementation of the RIR relies on certain key conditions, known as Assumptions of Action (AA) 
that can foster innovation in the climate resilience process.  

Based on relevant literature, SPI established the Assumptions of Action (AA) as the main factors that enable/hinder 
innovation and the context conditions necessary for successful and long-term innovation, according to the innovation 
building blocks, namely: 1) Drivers, 2) Cultivators; 3) Infrastructure and 4) Networking (Bajada et al, 2022). 

Climate resilience requires a comprehensive strategy that acknowledges the interconnectedness of environmental, 
social, cultural, and economic systems. The Assumptions of Action are derived from this intricate interplay and aim 
to aid regions in establishing an ideal environment for fostering innovation. They encompass several thematic 
elements including political leadership, governance models and economic engagement, together with technological 
and digital solutions that may be implemented to support climate adaptation. These assumptions are aligned with all 
CIF dimensions and serve as a comprehensive guide for creating a supportive context conducive to climate 
resilience. 

i. Clear national and/or regional strategic guidelines 
ii. National, regional and local budgets specifically allocated to innovation for climate resilience  
iii. Integration of climate action/climate resilience in multidimensional policies and regulations  
iv. Leadership  
v. Governance model  
vi. Direct support for experimentation  
vii. Strong and continuous public engagement model  
viii. Transparent management and monitoring processes 
ix. Strategic focus and investment in qualification and skills  

The Assumptions of Action are designed to assist regions in creating an optimal environment for innovation to flourish. 
For guidance10, we provide some recommendations for a successful RIR implementation:  

Clear national and/or regional strategic guidelines 

Multi-level governance mechanisms and enabling regulatory frameworks are needed to set and deliver 
ambitious climate goals across communities. Implementing strategic planning, shaping regulatory direction, 
enforcing legislation, establishing supportive initiatives/programmes, and creating financial mechanisms are some 
examples of strategic guidelines to drive innovation for climate action and resilience while ensuring alignment with 
national, regional, and local levels of governance. 

 
10 Specific recommendations for each region can be found in the RIR reports (sections 3, 4 and 5). 
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National, regional and local budgets specifically allocated to innovation for climate resilience.  

Promoting innovation in CR requires mobilising appropriate capital. The funding may be allocated to public 
initiatives, and to boost innovation in the private sector, by accelerating the growth of innovative startups and 
SMEs that contribute to climate resilience (help them test, learn and scale sustainable products and services). 
Facilitating funding and investment access is needed to stimulate, create, and shape new solutions for CR.  

Integration of climate action/climate resilience in multidimensional policies and regulations  

Successful integration of climate action/climate resilience in policies and regulations can position regions as global 
leaders in sustainability and innovation. Integrating this topic into strategies, planning, processes and plans 
positively influences regional development, aligning policies, decision-makers, and users, ultimately 
contributing to a more resilient and prosperous future. This integration also enhances the climate change 
response capacity (strategic, operational and governance) of relevant sectors (social, urban development and 
territorial planning, etc.). Cross-sectoral action and knowledge transfer are key for reliable planning.  
Several barriers may hinder integration efforts, including, resource constraints, institutional fragmentation, conflicting 
political and economic priorities, and insufficient stakeholder engagement.  

Leadership  

Public authorities have a crucial role in building climate resilience, as they are responsible for defining and 
implementing legal and policy frameworks and managing critical systems such as water, energy, mobility/public 
transport and infrastructures, housing, waste management, etc. Moreover, Public Authorities, especially at the local 
level, can encourage and enable broader changes in communities.  
It must be their responsibility to establish a shared vision for climate resilience and to articulate with both inter and 
intragovernmental guidelines. Additionally, mobilise key stakeholders with legitimacy to make required changes to 
policies and funding for CR innovation, while making sure the general population is dedicated to fighting climate 
change. Essential information for innovative processes must be shared across all 5 CIF dimensions to facilitate 
knowledge transfer (e.g.: A portfolio of the needs and challenges that need to be tackled may be an important 
instrument to enhance innovation). 

In the R4C context, the success of the innovation roadmapping implementation will largely depend on the support 
and commitment of public authorities. To acknowledge the political commitment to their RIR, the regions run a self-
assessment based on three levels, namely: 

Level 1: The Regional Innovation Roadmap reflects the effective commitments of the region 
regarding climate action, as assumed by the public authorities (at local and regional levels).  
There is full commitment from the public authorities involved in the roadmapping development, indicating 
that this tool may be integrated into current and future decision-making processes.  
 
South Aquitaine and Burgas, both self-assessed at level 1; regions demonstrate a strong focus on making 
the RIR reflect the political commitments and the support of the public authorities. 
 
Level 2: Part of the content of the Regional Innovation Roadmap reflects the effective commitments 
of the region regarding climate action, as assumed by the public authorities (at local and regional 
levels).  




























































































































































































































































































